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Background

2014: Unexpected huge public funding for digitization by
participating in the state program „University 2012“

Newspapers 

are a valuable historical source for several disciplines
especially in the humanities

are a useful basic source for students: they like to deal with
topics „… in the mirror of the press“ for their examination
papers (all degrees)

belong to the digitization strategy of the Baden State Library

are able to produce high digitization rates in a comparatively
short time 

were not covered by the digitization funding of the German 
Research Foundation (DFG)
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First steps

• Stock-taking of the newspaper tradition

• Selection of suitable newspapers with very long time of appearance

• Transport of the newspaper volumes to the BLB main building

• Sorting and recording of all volumes

• Completing of missing volumes with the help of the local archive of
Karlsruhe

• Cataloguing the titles of the newspapers (electronic version) and their
supplements within the National Periodicals Database (ZDB)

• Advertisement of the scanning, selection of proper and efficient private 
services,  contracting
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Workflow
• Scanning the newspaper pages by private companies

• Upload of data (images) on the Visual Library Server

• Structuring the images with the support of a special
Visual Library modul developed for the efficient
segmentation of newspapers and quality control - both
by student assistants

• Inhouse postprocessing of bad or missing images

• Optical Character Recognition Process for selected
newspaper volumes (First World War) - by student
assistants

• Development of a calendar presentation

• Release of all scanned newspapers on 1th July 2015

Dr. Ludger Syré   IFLA International News Media Conference   April 21, 2016   4



Segmentation of newspaper issues
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Optical Character Recognition

• OCR-processing planned from the beginning of the project, for that
using the paper issues of the newspapers - not the microfilms

• Purchase of ABBYY FineReader licence for black letter (Fraktur)

• Start of the OCR-processing: volumes of the First World War 
(anniversary)

• Continuing with the volumes 1919 ff.

• Completed: Badische Presse 1914-1944

• At present: 343.645 images (38 % of all newspaper data)
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Results

Title Volumes Images Issues

Karlsruher Zeitung 1784-1933 258.032 66.271

Karlsruher Tagblatt 1843-1937 194.901 29.791

Badische Presse 1890-1944 219.884 24.588

Badischer Beobachter 1860-1935 129.245 27.308

Badische Landeszeitung 1870-1918 57.425 14.976

Straßburger Neueste Nachrichten 1940-1944 30.419 6.515

Total 889.906 169.449

(Including supplements: about 906.000 images)
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Feedback of the local press concerning the release of
the electronic  newspaper editions in August 2015
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Digital collections - newspapers
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„Classical“ view
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View by calendar (1)
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View by calendar (2)



View by calendar (3)
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„Classical“ view
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Zooming function
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Closing gaps
Request to collegues in 
archivs, libraries and other
institutions: 

„If you could help completing
our range of electronic 
newspapers in the digital 
collections we would be very
happy. Missing volumes you
find here.“ 
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Challenges and difficulties
Trouble with contracting companies

No experience with the digitization of cultural heritage

Unqualified scan equipment (for large formats)

Out-of-date scan technology (ICC-colour profile)

Identification of the data files and of the images (TIFF-Header)

Scaning of supplements (with deviating paper formats)

Problems caused by material features

Dating of the issues (contradictions)

Change of titles

Composition of the newspapers

Renouncing of paging

Main editions, local editions and editions for several times (morning, noon, evening)

Identification of supplements, structuring of supplements (frequency, catalogue entry)

Designing a new structure plan for every newspaper
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Follow-up project

• Funding of a new project in 2015/16 by the Stiftung Kulturgut Baden-Württemberg

• Supplementation of the political broadness of our newspaper offer by digitization of
the daily „Der Führer“, published by the National Socialists of Baden between 1927 
and 1944

• Filling gaps with the help of the holdings of the municipal archive of Karlsruhe

• Scanning the newspaper pages by external private companies (the same prices per 
image as last year)

• Structuring/segmentation/OCR 

inhouse - by student assistants

• Total number: about 65.000 images

• Projected release: autumn 2016 
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Thank you very much for your interest!
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