
Scriptorium 

an Open Access Platform dedicated to digitized Newspapers  
 

launched by  
Bibliothèque cantonale et universitaire – Lausanne 



Goals 
 
• Give an open access to older editions of major 

newspapers of Canton de Vaud 
• Part of wider «digital library» strategy at the BCUL 

initiated in 2005  
• Founded about 1536, the BCUL is in charge of the 

conservation and promotion of the books, reviews, 
and papers published and printed in Vaud canton 

• For conservation and enhancement of the documents 
we are in charge, scanning programs are plainly part 
of our mission  

 
 



Projects 
 
• 2 main projects concerned old printed documents: 
• «Googlos project» in 2007/2010: scanning in 

cooperation with Google 100’000 books printed 
before 1870  

• «Scriptorium project» : a platform dedicated to 
ancient newspapers published in Vaud canton 
launched in 2012 

• Giving patrimonial printed documents a «second life» 
on the web is an important challenge for our 
institution and for enhancement of our cultural 
heritage  
 
 

 
 



«Scriptorium» platform: main specifications 
 
What we expect from a viewer on user’s side: 

• Clear display of the collections available  
• Easy and attractive display of the content of an issue 
• Easy and attractive display of the content of a page or part 

of a page (zooming) 
• Easy text search in whole or part of the contents 
• Possibility to generate links for specific collections, issues, 

pages or parts of a page 
• Possibility to share contents via social networks 
• Free download for documents or part of documents  
• Open Access for everyone 

 
 

 
 



Platform «Scriptorium»: main specifications 
 
What we expect from the administration side: 

• Scalability of the system (corpus of contents is supposed to 
grow quickly!) 

• Scalability in upgradings: html5 (no flash!), responsive 
design, etc. 

• Metadata import as automatized as possible 

• Minimized licence and maintenance costs: Scriptorium 
projects don’t benefit from special funding, so the costs 
involved are to be taken on by the operating budget of the 
library 
 

 
 



What have been done, what remains to do? 
 
First collection scanned in 2011/2012: Feuille d’avis de 
Lausanne, later 24 Heures (1762-2011) 
In 2015: 
• 11 different collections grouping about 100 titles, 

containing in the whole circa 200’000 issues 
• Publication date: from 1732 to 2015 
• Within four years, a corpus of more than 3 million pages 

has been digitized and processed (about 50% of the global 
mass to digitize) 

• Scriptorium gives free access to the fulltext of all contents; 
the index built contains among 5 billion words!  

 
 



Some problems to solve when digitizing a new title 
 
• Copyright issue (right holder agreement) 
• Publication date: from 1732 to 2015 
• Complete gaps in available collection  
• Collecting metadata informations (not a mere job!)  
• Make a projection of the cost involved (number of pages…) 
 
 



Scanning and pre-publishing operations 
 
• Outsourced to a Swiss company specialized in mass 

scanning operations, located only a few miles from BCUL 
• Greyscale or colour pagescans in JPEG2000 format  

(multi-level, multi-tiles with lossless encoding) 
• Naming and structuration of the files produced 
• Improving image quality (page split, deskew, crop) 
• OCR processing  
• Final quality check 

 
 



Loading a new collection on Scriptorium 
 
• Attribution of correct metadata to each issue published 
• Using as far as possible an automated process 
• Create specific information page  
• Logos of the partners involved in each project can be 

displayed on the information page (important!) 
 
 



Technical informations 
 
• Scriptorium uses a customized platform developed by the 

MediaInfo  
• Runs on Linux servers and use Lucene (Apache SOLR) for 

building and mining the words indexes 
• Search engine allows stemming, and proximity factor setting 
• 44 TB (april 2016)! 
 
 



Why choose MediaINFO system? 
 
• Need to a specific image viewer for papers 
• 3 options: 

• building a custom-made platform by ourselves 
• opt for Olive Active Papers 
• opt for MediaInfo 

• Given our goals (digitize millions of pages)  
• Given our limited financial abilities 
• We opted for MediaINFO which granted the best 

quality/price ratio 
 
 



Feedback 
 
The feedback received from users is globally positive. 
Negative comments were mostly due to:  
• use of flash in the previous version of the platform 
• bad understanding of the user interface 
• slowdown of the system due to a lack of computer 

resources during the first 6 months 
 
New version (2016!) of the platform, html5 compatible, 
considered by the great majority of the users as a great 
improvement. 



Statistics 
 
In 2015, following statistics have been collected: 
• number of users that have reached main page: 87‘077  (238 per day) 
• number of generic searched from browsing window: 1‘155‘938 

(3’167 per day) 
• number of searches inside specific object searching for highlights: 

700’335 (1’919 per day)  
• number of objects (issues) that were opened: 766’290 (2’099 per day) 
• number of requests for download of whole object: 15’930 (44 per day) 
• number of requests for download of selected pages: 26’095 (71 per day) 
• number of requests for download of selected zones: 2’995 (8 per day) 
 



Scriptorium features 
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Questions? 
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