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Agenda: 
• The changing newspaper trends around the world 
• What will the future look like? 
• Unique challenges of making both historical and 

current news from developing nations available  
• The publisher/library economic conundrum:  how can 

this news become more widely available?   



• A steep overall decline in news revenue 

• Consolidation  

• New technologies and new news platforms 

• The threat of online sources/competition/free papers (ie Metro) 

• Changing reader trends 

• The expense of preservation and archiving of digital content 

• Access and changing business models   

• Changing values and changing definitions of “news” as we know it   
 

What’s Driving the Change? 



Save Strategies: 

• Reducing the size of the newspaper 
 
• Reducing publication frequency 
 
• Shift to online-only 
 
• Consolidation 

• Bankruptcy or sale 





 







 



What will the future look like? 

• Cacophony of Digital Noise, Editorial Voice lost in the mix – but 
greater overall output 

• News starts with mobile 
• Quality and authority of content will vary widely 
• Web 2.0 – Social Media – User involvement, user generated 

value 
• Citizen & corporate Journalism 
• Video, multimedia  
• Hyper-local emphasis, National, International news 

deemphasized 
• Advertising integrated everywhere 
• Using news for analytics and data mining  - INCREASED 

VALUE! 



Today’s librarian 



The Challenges of digitising African newspapers 



CRL’s ICON:  http://icon.crl.edu/digitization.php 



The Challenges of digitising African newspapers 



 
 
Machine Pass 1: IXtABIIS□ED □ONINAL PRSVIMOE 

Machine Pass 2: ENTA8HSHED □ONRIIAL PROVINOE 

Machine Pass 3: INTABLISHED HOURNCIL PRSVINCE 

NewsBank V11.2 ESTABLISHED Journal PROVINCE 

Challenges Scanning Historical Texts 

• A national treasure 
• Quality of  source material – poorly filmed images, 

damaged print, obscured text 
• Lack of adequate local digitisation facilities 
• OCR of Historical Text;  spelling variants (“neceffary”) 
 



Challenges Scanning Historical Texts 

• Recouping the expense! 
– Size of archive 
– Digitisation quality (display and/or preservation) 
– OCR quality 
– Platform, search engine and hosting 

 
• Potential Market Size 
 



How can news become more widely available? 

• Public and/or government support of 
public digitisation efforts 

• Donor entities – individuals or 
organizations 

• Content sharing amongst academic 
institutions 

• Form or join consortia to increase 
purchasing power 
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