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Situation of historical newspapers in Germany 
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„Newspapers are the second hand of history.” 

 

This second hand, however, is usually not only of other 
material to the other hands, it also seldom works 
properly.“     

    Arthur Schopenhauer 
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Situation of historical newspapers in Germany 
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�  in Germany there are more than 16,000  

newspapers 

�  most of them cased or on microfilm  

�  access at the library 
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International Benchmarks 
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British Newspaper Archive 

Beispiel  
British 
Newspaper 
Archive 
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International Benchmarks 
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National Digital Newspaper Program 
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International Benchmarks 

Caroline Förster 

Australia 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Beispiel Australien 
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International Benchmarks 

Thomas Bürger / Generaldirektion 

Netherlands 
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International Benchmarks 
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ANNO – Austrian Newspapers Online 

Anno- Portal 
Österreich 
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The participants of our particular project  
 

Caroline Förster 

Bavarian State Library (BSB) in Munich 

�  founded in 1558  

�  is one of the prime European universal libraries 
and of world renown as international research 
library 

�  is continuously enhancing its digital and 
Internet-based services 

�  with one million digitised works, the Bavarian 
State Library holds the largest digital data stock 
of all German libraries 
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The participants of our particular project  
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Berlin State Library  (SBB) – Prussian 
Cultural Heritage in Berlin  

�  founded in 1661  

�  the library's collections and holdings 
systematically grew to their present-day 
status  

�  25,000 subscription periodicals and 
publication series  

�  22,000 licensed electronic newspapers 
and periodicals and 80,000 newspaper 
volumes and 350 subscription 
newspapers are currently in their 
holding 
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The participants of our particular project  
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The State and University Library Bremen 
(SuUB) in Bremen  

�  is the city's largest and oldest academic library 

�  supplies literature to universities and colleges 
across Bremen and Bremerhaven, while also 
acting as the state library 

�  It has a wide stock on newspapers especially 
from the 17th century  
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The participants of our particular project  
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The University and State Library Saxony Anhalt 
(ULB) in Halle 

�  is the largest library in Sachsen-Anhalt 

�  regarding digitisation the ULB is currently 
working on the German national bibliographies 
for the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
(VD16 und VD 17) 
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The participants of our particular project  
 

Caroline Förster 

The German National Library (DNB) in Frankfurt 

�  based in Leipzig and Frankfurt 

�  Frankfurt site of the German National Library is 
responsible for the development of information 
and communication technology 

�  including development and management of the 
central database, like the ZDB 

�  ZDB is the world’s largest specialized database 
for serial titles (journals, annuals, newspapers 
etc., incl. e-journals) 
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The participants of our particular project  
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Saxon State and University Library Dresden 
(SLUB) in Dresden 

�  is one of the largest and best endowed 
academic libraries in Germany 

�  serves as the university library of Dresden 
University of Technology 

�  digital collections currently contain more than 
81,000 titles, 136,000 volumes and over 1.5 
Million media items (images, maps, drawings) 
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National website 

Thomas Bürger / Generaldirektion 

digiPress – BSB Munich 

digiPress 
München 

- concentrating on 
most interesting 
Bavarian newspapers  
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National website 

Caroline Förster 

ZEFYS – Zeitungsinformationssystem SBB  

Zefys Berlin 
 
 
 

- concentrating on 
Prussian newspapers 
and newspapers of 
the former GDR  
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National website 

Caroline Förster 

4 GDR newspapers on ZEFYS 

DDR-Zeitungen 
Volltextsuche 
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europeana newspapers 

Caroline Förster 
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europeana newspapers 
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project 2012-2015: 18 partners 

 
from Germany 
newspapers 
Berlin and  
Hamburg 
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Six libraries – one masterplan 
 

Caroline Förster 

Key task 

�  for all six libraries to merge all their know-how in 
digitisation of historical newspapers into one 
masterplan 

�  this plan will make available information about 
the most important technical and strategic 
questions  

�  within the project each library has its own tasks  

�  all six libraries continue in digitising a lot of 
historical newspapers from the 17th century to 
1945 

 

 



Sächsische Landesbibliothek – Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Dresden slub-dresden.de 
© by SLUB Dresden 

The participants of our particular project  
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�  SBB/Berlin and DNB/Frankfurt are 
working on a revised and updated 
website of the ZDB 

�  which includes more information about 
historical newspapers and their digital 
copies 
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The participants of our particular project  
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SB Berlin: developing Open Source-Software Goobi for newspapers, digitisation of 
the  „Berliner Zeitungen“ by microfilm 

BSB München: digitisation of two newspapers  (Cotta´sche „Allgemeine Zeitung“) 
with OCR with provider 

SuB Bremen: digitisation of nearly all newspapers of the 17th century  

ULB Halle: digitisation of one newspaper of the original source (Hallesches 
Tageblatt), concentration on  URN granular  

SLUB Dresden: digitisation by original and microfilm, coordination and masterplan 
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What we did  
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1. Tools and Processes 

2. Modes of presentation 

3. Methods of selection 
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Tools and Processes 
 

27.April2015 | Seite 25  
Caroline Förster 

Facts about 

�  scan quality, especially on original or 
microfilm scan-options and 
recommendations 

�  OCR (Optical Character Recognition)  

�  structural data 

�  gap supplement  

�  URN granular (Uniform Resource Name) 
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Modes of Presentation 
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Facts about 

�  new face of the ZDB  

�  DFG-Viewer 

�  a vision of a national 
aggregator in the Deutsche 
Digitale Bibliothek (DDB) 
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Methods of selection 
 

Caroline Förster 

Facts about 

�  what is it, that the 
researchers want and 
what is it, that the 
libraries could achieve  
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Our recommendations  
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 - developing a german national 
aggregator in the „Deutsche 
Digitale Bibliothek“  (lots of 
German newspapers into one 
platform) 
creating a coordination role in 
themes, in quality, in selection, 
data 
 
- developing the ZDB as central 
register and integration of more 
sources (from archives) 
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Selection mode and quality standards 
 
1.  Provide a representative, typological spectrum  
2.  „Long runners“ (long running newspapers of wide reach) 
3. Newspapers of record mass circulation 
4. „Innovators“ (newspapers with innovations in mass-media history) 
5. Thematic collections 
6. Exponents of exemplary importance 
7. Cross-section of political bias -> diversification of the press, 19thC. 
8. Regional and local cross-section, esp. 19thC. 
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Quality Standard I 

Quality Standard II 

Quality Standard III 

-  Images acquisition of structural 
data 

-  OCR-full text 

-  seperate articles an manual/semi-
automatic correction /article 
segmentation 

 -  Normdatenverknüpfung (GND) 
namend entity recognitation 

-  in-depth factual analysis 
-  image analysis, image recognition 

 -  Quality Standard I =basic 
-  Quality Standard II +III = depending on the source and need  
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Thank you! 


